Arthur Area Association of Commerce

Present were Stephanie, Rod, Christy, AJ, George, Eli, Bruce, Rose, June, Dale, Karen, Shelby and Jerry 

Stephanie called the meeting to order at 7:05am
Motion by AJ to approve the minutes from the April meeting
Second by Eli
Motion carried
Financial 
Motion by Bruce to approve the financial report
Second by Karen 
Motion carried
Old Business
A. Membership enrollment is basically done for the year.  Membership list is on the website.
B. Grants for advertising.   We need a marketing plan.  Nothing new on Our Town from WCIA.  Nothing from the state on grant money.  It was suggested that we publish in other area travel brochures like Lake Shelbyville and Mattoon.  Also look at the Webster Groves/Kirkwood Times that we previously did a lot of advertising (St Louis area) 
We need to coordinate with Angie (Simply Arthur) on what advertising we are doing.  
Stephanie said that 60K visitors guides have been printed and many have been distributed to state welcome centers and other locations including through the newspaper in Southern Illinois.  Each business is encouraged to have a rack card for the visitor center.  Utica Illinois requested brochures.  Questions about distribution in Peoria and Bloomington.  We do have distribution of guides in Springfield, Decatur, Litchfield.   
On the parade for Freedom Celebration, Stephanie has check on the Horse Hitches which are a big draw. 

On the member spotlight …put it in Angies Newsletter and on the facebook page were suggested.  Stephanie will put together a survey.  Let Angie know if you have a business event that should go in her newsletter.   It was suggested that we email minutes and to post them on the website.    George will post minutes from previous meetings on the website.  
Strawberry Jam
It is this weekend. Friday and Saturday.  We have 36 vendors including 5 food vendors and 3 drink vendors.  There will be no strawberry fudge this year for giveaways.  But we will have strawberry angel food cake from Homestead bakery.  We will have 70 flats to sell of strawberries. Stephanie requested tables and chairs from George for the tent. And due to the weather predictions for Thursday, the tent would probably go up on Friday morning. 
Signs
AJ presented options for the sign located  on the 133 east of town.  We decided on the SHOP DINE ANTIQUES variety shown.   
The sign by Aikmans on Springfield road also needs updated.  The posts at the sign are solid but one post has a big bend in it.  The posts are set in concrete and not going anywhere.   Suggest somehow cover the posts  possibly with vinyl  and replace the sign. We could use a 4 x 8 or a 5 x 10 sign.   AJ will come back with a proposal for this sign and the estimated cost.  
Ready Money
AJ will be treasurer going forward and write the checks and go by the bank sign the signature cards.   We will ask State Bank to redeem to the merchants the ready money and take that amount out of our account.  The ready money needs to come from the merchant to whom the certificate was presented.  It should be signed by the presenter to the merchant and should be signed by the merchant upon redeeming the value from the chamber.   
Amy Strong now has an office on Progress with regular business hours posted. 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:04am 
Minutes done by Bruce since Anita had another meeting

